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THE OPERATIONS OF TROOP "C"™, 7TH CAVALRY -
(15T CAVAIRY DIVISION) NEAR ROSSUM, MANUS ISIAED-
. THE ADMIRALTY ISLANDS, BISMARCEK LBﬂHIPEI&GO
22=24 MARCH 19534
(BISMARCK ARCHIPEIAGO CAMPAIGK)
(Parsml E:perience of a Troop Commnder)

THTRODUCTION

\ t’;en_srai

This monograph is devoted to a desoription and amalysis of a emalle
unit attack in the rein forest of the tropics. The medium of our study
is the operations of Troop "C™ - Tth va'a.lry, lst Cevalry Diviszion om
Maxus Islend during the Admiralty Islands Cempsign, Bismarek Archipelago,
22=24 ¥arch 1944, |

'l'he peculiar canditions of terrain and olimete wherein this engege- ‘
ment occurred operated to prodnca a type oombat action notable for the
reduced influence of 1ni‘u:rbry supporting weapons, pa.r'kioularly air, ar-
tillery and armor; acomied by an inverse rise in the mportame cf
man and his leaders as the deoigive fg.e‘tors in combat, |

It is believed worthwhile to ezemine this sotion briefly ub in de-
teil, for in many instemces during the late war, the engagements of - our
arms in the Pacific Theater wers typified by the oiroumstences.snd teoh- -
niges &esafibed in 'hhe narrative, Wherever men may figh?t in local coﬁ-
ditions charecterized by extrewely rugged terrain, dense vegetation and
an inimjcal climate, the whole situated in an undeveloped region, the
problems herein discussed will appear; These rroblems beeome of p#in‘sod .-
interest when one comsiders that these partieular -geogra.phic eonditit;ns
- oceur in entire areas of the North and South American contiments and Asia;

all most apt to be primery thaatsra of war in event of another sonflict. .’

History, D:rganisa.ﬂ.on and Tra.ininﬁ of Partieipaﬁ%mts P }
The 7th !Initad States Cavalry Regimemt wes orgamized in. 1867 at Fort
Riley, Kansas by its colorful lieutenment-colonel, George Amtrong Gnater,
for the purpose of aiding in the security of the nation?s western o;.;pnn— |

sion, During the following half-century the regimemt pertioipated im '
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many bitter fights of the Indlan Wars, served om the Mexican Border with
Gemersl Pershing and finally campaigned im Cubae The Tih Cavalry is best
known fer its unfortunate, but heroic ection ageinst the Dakota Indians
at the Littls Big Horn River, Montans, in the.spring of 1876; wherein
Custer perished with the majority of the regiment. (1)

In 1821 the lst Cavalry Division was formed at Ford Bliss, Texas and
the 7th Cavalry was assigned to the 2nd Ceawvalry Brigadé with the 8th
Cavalry. Except for froquant maneuvers in Texasg, Louisians and New Mexivo,
ths Division remained at Fort Blise and adjoining border posts umtil March
1943, when it was diamounbed and commitbed to en imbensified infantry
training p;'ogram. This measure was taken in sutieipetion of early employ-
ment in the Pacifiec Theeter, where, at the time; only two United States
Army divisions were engaged. (2)

The division and its regiments wore mow based on & moumted table of
organization, less smimals, due to the possibility of mounbted employment
in Northern Austrelis should the Jepanese land om thet sub-continemt, The
combat elemsnts consisted of the lst and 2md cavalry'Brigades oomposed of
the 5th and 12th Csvalry Regimermts and 7th and 8th Regiments respectively.
The 61s%, 82nd and 271lst Field Artillery Battalions, 105mm Howitzer, un-
til recemtly horse-~drawn, constituted the artillery elements. The 99th
Field Artillery Battalion, 76mm Howitzer, pack, was atbtached to the divi-
sion in June of 1943« The 1lst Signal Troop, 8th Enginser Squadron and
1st Hadicai 3quadron formed the service supporte The rifle regiments
were divided into two squadroms (battalions) of three rifle troops (com-
panies) each. Regimnbal troops were Headgquarters, Ser;v:tce and Special
Weapons, all being orgenired similarly to their infentry counterparts.

The rifle troops, however, differed from the equivalent infentry orgeni-
zation of the time, in that they had elght-man sguads end were equipped

(1) A-13; (2) A=10, A=13
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with four light machine guns each. In othsr respects the infantry com-

pany orgenization was applicable. (3)
The Division arrived at Bristane, Australia in June of 194331:1

_continued with field training in Queensland for the followimg five
montha, During this period squadron weapons troops were organiszed, as
well as commmications platoons; end the 99th Field Artillery, now truck-
drawn, was desiguated as the 7th Cevelry support battaliom. (4)

' In December of 1943 the Division debarked over the beech at Oro Bay,
Few Guines and eompleted-jmgle training terminated abruptly by the first
combat commitment - the sttack on the Adwiralty Islands. (5)

 Summrizing, the status of fhe regimn%st prier to combat was
thig:e -

On the oredit side the training had been superior and com-
plete. The troops possessed a large cadre percembtage of excellent regu-
lar army non-commissioned offisers, The replacement drafis had under-
gooe a minimam of ten momths training im the jungle and desert. The per-
somnel were thoroughly asclimated, finely conditioned and bad a high
morale and esprit. | |

On the other hand the light table of organization did mot pro-
ﬁde for a third battelion per regimsmt which resulted in a certain 1a§k

of weight and flexibility of employment, (6)

Terrain Sketoh of the Admiralty Islands
The Admiralties, comstituting an extension of the Bismarck Archipelago,
are located 200 miles northeast of New Guinea and 260 miles west of the +ip
of New Irelamd, (7)
The island group, se¢ named by Carteret in hemor of the British Adwmiraltiy,
was discovered by the Dutoh mariner, Schouten, in 1615 The Germans estab-
lished the first sovereignty :l.n 1884 and made the initi#l serious effort at

(35455,6) 4~105 (7) A=1, pod




low hills covered by demse jungle, Extensive wmoharted and reef-blooked
sections of the coast magnify the diffisulties of sea~borns assault on
either ialand,  (11)

located only 2 degrees south of the equator the climate is equato-
rial with en average temperature of 94° and average humidity of 84 per
comt. The mean rainfall is 160 imohes anmmally, (12)

THE SITUATION

Strategic
By February 1944, the Japanese outer Pacific perimeter was reduced

to a line a:hexli.n.g east and south from the home islands, imiuding Wake
‘Island end the Carolines and thence southwest emcompassing New Britain
(less Cape Gloucester), New Ireland and roughly bisecting New Guinea.

The westernmost bastion of the 1sland chain was the Admirelty Islands.

The Admiraliles constituted a luerative strategic target for several
reagons. Under Japanese oontrol, they effectively bloockmd the southern
entrame to the- Biemarok Sea, the most direct waber route to the
Philippines, In addition, the Islends memaced our right flank, should
operations be econtinued northwest on the New Guinsa Ceast. Once neutra-
lized, the Admiralties would cease to be one of the major supply links

in the enemy logieties system supporting the emtire Sclomons area and

over 100,000 Imperial troops would be left to “"wither on the vine®,

With these considerstions.in mind, augmented by the extreme desirability
of ‘the harbor end its surrcunding islends u a naval and air base, plamming
for ﬁhe invasion of the Admiralties was imitiated by Headgquarters, SWFA,
as early as November 1945, By February 1944, Admiral Halsey's air and sea
power , operating frmurnougainwille, had almost newtralized the enemy's
_once mighty base at Rabaul, the only other southern key to the perimoter.
Our seigure of the New Guinea coast as far north as Saidor and the capture

(11) A<l, p.6; A=10; (12) A=12, p. 33, 56
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of Cape Gloucester on New Britain left the Adwiraltiss as the sole re-
maining blook to the final assault on the FPhilippines. (13) (See Map
4)

Bivision

Agcordingly, plans for a reconnaissamoe in foree to be exeouted
by elememts of the lst Cavalry Division were vastly accelerated and
on 29 E;ahu'n.a.ry' 1944, at 0817, the 2nd Squadron, reinforced, of the
5th Cavelry stormed ashore on Momote airestrip, Los Negros Islemd.

The initisl landing was &o successful that the recormaissance force
wag ordered by Gemeral MacArthur to hold the beachhead until rein-
forced, On 2Znd March, the remainder of the 5th’ Cavalry, the 99th
Field Artillery Battelion and the 40th Navel Comstruotion Battalion
arrived and the beachhead was renlargod. {14) (See Hap B)

On the mights of 3 and 4 March, the enemy reacted violently with
a series of benzei _atmku.. This action netted him approximately 700
casualties and from that time on the issue was mever in doubt, al-
though mach hard fighting lay shead. (15)

By the 8th of Merch, the lst Brigade with the 2nd Squadron of the
Tth Cavalry attached, had entirely cleared Mokerang Peninsula amd had
establishked minor beechheads on Lembrum Plambtation, Papitalai Mlizaion
and Papitalali. The sesurity of the eastern harbor area was so thorough
that the 2nd Brigade was emabled to land Msmtivelly on Red Beach,
Los Negros, oommencing 1300, 9 March. (16)

The remeining operations were divided into two area phases. The
fina) mopping-up on lLos Negres was assigned to the lst Prigade. The
Znd Cavalry Brigade Combat Team was charged with the mission of lend-
ing on Manus, el_ea_ring the islernd, where the onemy im.u, ag yet, uwn-
touched, (17)

(15) A~l, pe 128, 47; () &=1, p. 11,12, 25, 58, 39; A-10;
(15) A-1, p. 43-50; A~7; (18) A=1, p. 60~75;.4-10; (17) A-1, p. 76
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The primary ‘Ea.rgets on Menmusj the thnahip of lorengau and the
air-strip, are well situated for defense from sea-borne attack. Rie-
ing in rear of the atrip to & height of approximately 200 feet, a low,
densely wooded ridge provides excellemt fielda of fire cwng the
waber approaches and the strip itself. The small setilemsnt of lorengeu,
at the mouth of the river of the same nesms, is ensconced within a eom~
plete semiw~gircle of hills, abeut 400 fect highe As these aress are the
key localities of the island, it could reagonably be assumed that the
enemy would meke considerable preparatior to defend them. (18)

Aocordingly, Major Gemeral V. D, Mudge, the 2nd Erigede Commander,
resolved upon & flanking landing by the emtire brigade combat team in
the viocinity of Imges Mission. (Map B}. Such a landing would aveid
the anticipated main resistence and enable our forces to get ashore
with mipimum coste A cosnstwize effort east would then be mounted with
the purpese of rolling up the defense along the coast at the air-strip
and about the township of lorengau. (19)

In order to situate artillery with required minjmmm range to sup-
port 'El;is operation, it tn;s necessary to seize Hauwel and Butjo Lmo
Islands for battaliom positions. This was sscomplished by ses~borne
assault of the &d Squadren, Tth Cavalry with Troop "C® attached,
sgainst Hauwei Island. This attask met with sharp resistance but by
nightfall on 15 Mareh, the neutraliration was complete. In the mean-
time, Treop "F" of the Tth Cavalry occupied Butjo Ime without diffi-
culty and on 13 Uarch, the 6lst and 271lst Field Artilleries were em-
placed om Hauwel while the 99th readied itself on Butjo Lmo. (20)

The action on Hauwel Island was the first of the war for Traop
Bc", Morale and esprit were emhanced, the suffleiency and suitability

(18) &=1, ps 76, T7; A=, P 5O; A=12, pe &, 24; (19) A~1, p. 76, 79; A-10;
(20) A-1, p. 80, 81, 82; A~4, p. 48 A- 0 :
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of prior training iere confirmed and very lighE cagualties were sus-
tained. (21)

On 15 Mh. the 8th Cavelry lended against negligible opposition
at Lugos Mission (Map B), closely followed by the remainder of the bri~
gade combat teams Within three days, following a vigorous drive east
along the coast, cur forces were disposed as shown on Map "C". Sharp
engagements were fought by both regiments along the comstel track sund
about the air-strip. The vigor of the defense and complexity of forti-
fisations in these areas bore testimony to the sagacity of the brigade
comuanderfs plen, (22) |

The charaster of the surviving Japanese resistance on Memus eom-
menced to orystallize. As yet,“only a portion of the estimated 500
troops on the island had been combacted and eliminated. However, dur-
ing the engagement at lorengaw air-strip, a Japaunese officer was killed
on whose body was found a situetion map indicating all remaining enemy
defenses on the islamd. A position of considerable stremgth and depth
was depieted astride the Rossum Track (No. 2 RHoad) exterding from 01d
Rossun to Rossume (23) (See Map C)

‘ In order to corroborate this information and regain contact, 'hre
patrols were dispateched by the 8th Cavalry on the morning of 19 March,
One proceeding eastward to MeElroy Plamtation elicited only scattered
opposition; the other mowving south on No, 2 Ma.d agitated a hornetts
ﬁast. (24)

Before contimuing with the dmlepnentlof the sitvation toward
Rossum, let ua review the terrain over which the action was to be
(21) A=10; {22) A=l, p. 82-103; A=4, p. 48-50; A~10; (23) A-1, p. 97,
102; A~8;3 A=10; 0ld Rossun and Rossum are netive place nmsmes. O0ld Rossun
consisted merely of a clearing in the forest located on a smll rise. 4
looality rather than a point is mesnt. Rossum was & native village of
about twemty dwellings located on a coneidersbly higher kmob. The terms
Rossum Track and No. 2 Road are used interchangeably in thiz narrative.
(24) &=1, p. 103, 164; A~10

10
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fought. BSoutheastwerd from the 8th Cavalry perimeter the rapidly
rising ground was oleared for about 300 yerds in rear of the Lorengau
settlement. Traversing the oemter of the olearing and winding upward
was 8 narrow olay trail eapable of being twrmed into a sticky mess by
s small quamtity of raiv. At the edge of the olearing the rain forest
olosed in, emtirely scolid and impervious to obaervetion. This_ns the
liwit of visual recomnaissance. Inepection of the aveilable maps.
clarified the terrain situstiom but slightly. Rising ground was in-
dicated as far south, at least, as Rossum. Apparently the domimating
" feature was a ridge rising steadily to the southeast where it even-
tua.'lly united with the nﬁin hill mass whiskh traverses the center of
the island esstwest, Hoes 2 Road followed the erest of this ridge as
1s characteriztic of all native roubes in the jungles. Rain forest
was represented as covering the embire aresa. Comtours were approxi-
mate and relative elevations ocould nf.rt be deternined nor eculd the
actual aligmment of the drainage system, The scale bore no apparent
constant relation to ground distamces. The above imformatiom is in-
cluded in such detail in order to illustrate the difficulties of unit
leaders in planning and condueting military operations in the area.

(28)

Bogiment and Squadron

The 8th Cavalry patrol which was to penetrate the RBossum area
consisted of ome officer-led platoon from Tro.ep A", This plétooh
had barely cleared the perimeter and spproached the fringe of the
rein rorea_t when it reeeived fire from automatic weapons situsted
in two bunkers flaxlking the trail. The pletoon leader and ome man
(25) A=10; The accompanying Map C of the bettle area is drawn from
personal recollection and examination of the Admiralty Islands Terrain
Folder. Rough sketeches of the Rossum Track appear in other documents
listed in the Bibliography, but these are still less complete. The
Army Map Service does nct provide a tactical map of Mamus Teland.

il
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wore wounded, wherempon the platoon sergeamt assumed command snd
attempted to flank the position, but without suscess, As the mis-
sion was resomnaissence, the patrol returned to the perimster and
reported. Cole EBradley, the commanding officer of the 8th Cawvalry,
then dispatched Troop “A", reinfarced with a section of heavy machine
guns and # gsection of 3Tmm towed AT guns to destroy the (mmr emplace=
ments. This mission was acocomplished efter a brief fight in whish
the troop lost two men killed and ten wounded. The position cone
sisted of two log bunkters excellently comcealed and covered Ly rifle-
men on the ground end in the trees., The 8th Cavalry thea esbahliahadr
a trailblook et the limit of advance. _(z;) {See Map C) |
‘_ Intelligemoe informtion now indiocated that the remmants of the
J;.;as Negros garrison were fleeing sastward cross I.ani.: Passage and
could possibly reinforce the Rossum defmse;é; ;;;M‘;% Cavalry was
therefore ordered to penetrate the position immediately. (27)

On the merning of 20 Maroh, Troop "P" of the 7th Cavalry moved
south along the track with the purpose of recomnoitering in force.
The troop was reinforced with ome light tauk, one bulldozer and a
TD=9 tractor pulling a ome-~ten supply trailers The advance moved
steadily and alowly as the emtire area was scouted, A number of
shacks, recemtly oocupied, and supply dumps were discovered.

A% noon the troop emcountered major resistamce judged to be
looated north of Old Rossun. A thorough recomaissance, exeouted
under machine gun, rifle and light mortar fire, disclesed & line of
log pill-bol;n atiwart the ridge and extending at least 150 yards
from flank to flank, The locality was infested with tree anipers
a;nd. riflemen in spider<koles. Capiain Frey, the troop commnier,
upon regimental or&pr. attempted to punch through tke line amd in
(zs) A-l, p. 108, 105; A-10; (27) A~1, p. 105; A~5, pe 1
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- doing so lost five men killed and eleven woundeds The troop was then
withdrawm 'bo-the perimter. During withdrawal, the tp.nk: end TD=-9 were
forced te baeck, due to the narroiﬁeas of the treil, While backing,
both wehicles were disabled by mines. The dozer orew succedded in re~
trieving the tank under fire ut the TD-9 had to be abandoned. (28)
(See Map C)

A full=scals effort by at least a reimferced squadrorn was obviously
necessary to clear Nos 2 Roade A8 in any other type of warfare atctack )
on a fortified position in jumgle may be exscuted either frontally or |
in flank. However, both methods, wheu employed in the jungle, present
gepecial difficulitles, Novement is usually dependent upon trails.
lManeuver may be made eross~country, but the problems imposed by re-
stricted visibility and sketohy maps reduse eombrel and coordimatiom
to & low degree. For the same reasons matually supporting fires ommot
be employed and gaps between maneuvering elements are apb to be exploited
by an alert ensmy, resuiting in possible emcirclement and danger to com-
mand postz and routez of commmications. In addition, the denaes vege-
tetion, rugged tgrrain ahd depressing el;mto cause very slow Wm
and quickly exhaust the troops. The problems of supply are greatly com-
plicated and may be dependent upon human earré.ars. A froptal attaeck
minimizes the problems of time, spece, coerdimation and comtrol. Pattle
security and supply are greatly facilitated. The atback, however, is
usually limibted to & narrow fromt and muet traverse the anemy's m:'gn
éefenéite firess These factors impose & high ¢ost on the frontal opera-
tion., (29)

Before deciding upon the plan of attack, Col, Glexn 8, Finley, the

' ncm the

(28) A-1, pes 106, 107, 108; A-10; Peraonal statement of Capt. Wa C. Frey,
7th Cavalry, to author about May 1945; A-11; (29) The opinion of the
author based upon personal combat experiemeesz in the jungle in the
Admiralties, Leybe, Seamar and Iuzon.

regimental commander, caused Troep "E* to (gh

18

_:7’1‘



area for lateral approaches throughout 21 March. (Ses Map C) The

patrols reported thet ail the enemy were looated om the Rossum Ridge

and no feasible routes hadiﬁg in from the flam¥k oould be discovered.

The decision was thersupon made that on the following morming the 1lsb

Squadren of the 7th Cavalry, reinferced, would penetirate the positicn

snd attempt to reach Kaleus Ea;bc::f "(30) |
THE ATTACK ON ROSSUM

Preparation and Plamning
At 2200 hours on 21 Maroh, the itroop commanders were eppralsed

of the squadron mission commencing the following morninge The foree
would consist of Troops "B", "C" and "DV with "G" attached from the
2nd Squadron in place of-tfoop A", which was then securing the hog-
pital area, The heavy machine gdn platoons of “D" were o ;cconfany
the rifle troops; ome platoon atteshed to “"C® troop which was de-
signated a8 the advance guard and the other im squadron reszerve,
The 8lam mortar platoon was emplaced with the mortar platoom from
regimeutal weepons troop on the Lorengau Ridge. (See Map C) Both
platoons were in gemeral suppert of ths squadron, One M=4 medium
tank spd ome De? bull-dozer comprised the armored elsweuts to move
initially with Squadron headquarters. An elr preparation was de-
livered by several RAAF P-40's at 1800, 21 Marsh, btut the meuﬁey_
of the strike could not be determined. The glat and 99th Field
Artillery Battalions were placed in direct support for the operatien,
Commmications would be provided by the regimental commmications
plateon wiremorews by laying 110 wire to the Sqt:ad.i'on CPs The imtre-
squadron commmications would be by the SCR 511's while in movemsnt
and the sound-power telephones when stationarye The SCR 300 was not,
at that t:lné.. an item of issue. (31)
(30) &1, pe 108; A-10; (31) A-10
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The advance would roughly parailel the trall, remsining on the
high ground. The jungle meroh SOP would prevail: i.e., columm of
troops, troops in columm of platoons, troopers either in single
column or staggered by twos. The advance guard weuld set the rate
of march amd all platoems were responsible for local security, both
at the halt and in march, Supply of water and ammmnition was deemed
feasible by Jjeep about as far south as Rossum, proﬂ.déd obatasles or
mines did not bloock the trask. In the event that obstruotions could
not be demolished, hend carry would have to be substituted. Ra.tion
resupply mld not be reguired until 24 March at which time K-ra'bions
would be sent forward by the best awailable means, The eaid station
was to be located at lLorengau as was the ammunition sapply point.
Eveoustion would be by litter and quarter-ton trusk. (352}

Puring the brieﬂng no mention was made of the capiured msp nor
were the details of Capt. i?rey's reconnalssance described. As a re-
sult, the rifle troop commanders in no way amtlcipated the violence
of the resistansce they were to meet. (33)

The +roops were organized and triefed by flashlighte The usual
tropic equipment of pomsho, spoon, eambeen, individual weapons awnd
ammition were to be carried with 2 days “E® raticnse "C* itroop
was olean ead well-rested, having been in reserve simse the attack
- on Iorengau 18 March and the succeasful actions of the cempaign had
produced a high morsles The strength was appréxin__:&ely 90 men and
4 offisers. (34)

The troop organization for the approach merch was, in orde;', as
follows:- '

(1) 2nd Platoom, under li. Roger Fiske, ‘o furnish the
advance guard. | _
(32) A-10; The 27th Portable Surgical Hospital was located in leremgau.
The proximity and efficiensy of this wnit was imstrumemval in aa.vtﬁg
many lives; (55.54) A=10
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(2) Troop Commender's Groups,
(3) 1let Platoon in comwend of Lt. Doneld Ross, accompenied
by ene section of hedvy mechine gunms,
(4) 3ra Plﬁ.'boan and 60ma Mortar Section 1:: command of S/Sgh
Waggoners ,
(5) The light machine guns and rocket launchers 2.36% were
a;ttaehd %o rifle platoons.
(6) The rear was closed by Lt. Jerome Shemker, tﬁe troop
. executive 6fﬁcer. |
The distance between platoons would be the msual average 100 to
150 yarde. Forward elements were responsible for dropping connecting
groupe to the rear as necesserys
The briefing waz not completed until 0200 hours on "D* Day, at
whioh time the persomnel sompleted their private arrangements. (35)

THE ATTACK T OWARD ROSSUM

let Day, 22 Narch

The brief rest of the troops was terminated all too soom at 0500
hourss The kitochens had mot yet beem ferried from Red Beaoh, so all
hands treekfasted on "E" ratioms snd by 0700 the troops had filed onto
the Lorengau Road. The advance was suspended when the point aquad
reached the 8th Cavalry Perimeter, while the artillery aund regimental
mortares fired en umobserved preparation. Several salvoes of 4.5" naval
rockets were launched from improvised racks mounted en a 3/4 ton weapoms
carrier. The rooket fire was very imeceurats, btut sounded quiﬁe imm
pressive. (36)

The approach was resumed at approximately 0800 and proceeded
gilently and caubiously for about an hours Dwring this period there
(35,36) A=103 The sctivities of the lst Squedron, 7th Cavalry are de-
s¢ribed jn some detell on pagez 184 to 1llZ in the War Pept. Historical
Btudy, The Admiralties. Where discrepancies ocour between this text
and the historical study, the narrator has chosen to resount or add

his personal recollections.
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was no eign of the enemy., At 0905 a lomg burst of machime-gun fire,
at very close range, fatally wounded Cpl, Quatse, the lesader of the
point squad, killed two of his men and wounded tlree others. The
column halted and the troop commander's group moved forward to the .
2ud Flatoone Lbe Fiske could not determine the origin of fire, bub
apparently a well-concealed bunker lay immediately ahead, commanding
the trail. The lst Platoon was deployed to the right of the trail,
the 3rd Platoon to the left and the heavy machine guns were emplaced
beside the trail to cover the removal of the easualties.. The 2nd
Platoon, less one squad, drew back into reserve and the troop commsnd
post was esteblished just off the track about 100 yards in rear of the
lines The commnder?s group remained with the Z2nd Platoon advenced
aquad.. The 60mm mortars commenced registerimg from their eolumm posi«
tions, but afber a few rounds the inebility of the light projectiles
to penetrate the upper trees was apparemt and the effort was ceased.
The some results were attained with the 8lmm mortars. No medium
ammnition nor delay fuze was available and the indeterminate height
of the %ree mask made overhesd fire ha_zardﬁua. There was still no
penatra‘bion-oft he forest cover so the fire was discontimued. (37)

By 1000 the deployment had been completed in good order., Conmtact
and communications were functioning smoothly despite the extremely
dense forest, which limited visibility to abtout fifteen yards. ' The
wounded having been eveocuated by litter teams, the command was given
tc push forward anmé déwlép the resistance. The troop had not covered
twenty yards when heavy rifle, machine-gun amnd knee mortaer fire broke
out from flank to flamk. The concussion of mortar rounds and grenades
was continuous and the resulting smoke soom reduced visihility even
further, Although the fire was originating about thirty yards forward,
(37) A-10 |
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the only posifiions spotted were twe bunkers confronting the third
platoon. Cpl, Conyers and Cpl. Ortiz immediately engaged these
bunksrs at point-blank range with their light machine guns. Cpl.
Conyers manned his gun wmtil he was killed and two of his crew mem-
bers sériously wounded, whereupon Sgt. Martinesz, the weapons platoon
file~closer, worked forward and scored four direct hits on one of the
pili-boxes with a rocket launcher. Unfortunately, the rockets would
not detonate on the soft earth covering the empla.ceménts. (38)

It now became apparent that the most serious danger consisted of
snipers located overhead in the dense trees, perfectly comcealed and
the sound of therfiring obsoured by the general racket. Within the
first hour the lst platoon sergeant, the 15“6 plateon guide, the weapons
platoon-sergeant, 'bwo squad leaders and thres othera had been wourded
by this fires Shortly, lat Sgt. Haines waa shot from directly above,
suffering a severe shoulder wound while talking to the troop cou;iandar.
The company messenger also recseived a rifle bullet through the top of
the helmet, which luckily was defleoted, resulting in another shoulder
wound. The morale effect of this fire was severe. A man never kmew
when & sniper was literally breathing down his neck. (39) |

Upon several occasions empty brass fell upon various individualé
but no tree snipétrs wore definitely located during the action. Several
methods, none successful, were attempted in orde'r to cope with this
situstion. A complete cessation of fire and careful obgervation were
employed. A deliberate spraying of the trees m§ an srror, for the
spipers intensified thea.r efforts under cover of the general firing and

casualties contimued to occur. A formation was adopted with one squad

of each platoon covering the platoon front and moving about twenty yards

in the rear of the line with the scle mission of observing for tree
snipera. This likewise produced no appreciable results. (40)
(38,39,40) A=10
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The troop now disengaged by withdrawing about 50 yards to the
-rvear and the 99th Field Artillery Battalion registered & heavy conw
centration of time fire and fuze delay, The assauli was then recome
menced in the original formmtion, the fire from the trees wes comsider-
ably reduced and the 4wo bunkers on the 3rd Platoon fron‘k were over-
run and grensded. Almost immediately, however, the same violemt re-
action was produced and progress againm ground to a halt. (41)

The squadron cemssnder now committed *B* troop om the right of
the ti-a.:ll a.nd. "CY slipped to the left while ¥"G* remained in reserve.
The tank moved forward emtiouslj preceeded by RAAF sapper details
sweeping for mineg, and reported to the C.0. of "C™ troope The tank
had no provisions for commmicsation se rarrangemm:a were made t0 bang
on the hull and to desigmate targets by poimbting. Both artillery
bettalions now registered e heavy preperation directed by air cbserva-
tion and at 1400 the atteck jumped off. ZThe troops reéeind fire again
but it was somewhat reduced in volume. Tha. amount of knee mortar fire
seemed to increase, however, amd Cpl. Hhite, a mortar sgquad leader,
fired his 60mm mortar from the fromt line without & mount in an attempt
to repay the enemy in kind. His effort was unsuseessful and he and the
assistent gumer lost their lives. The tank was now employed to rire
to the right snd left immediately ecross the fromé of the sdvencing
troopss The enemy fire seemed to decrease, but the perscmnel contacting
the tamk by pounding ocn the turret amd shouting to the commander, who
was well buttoned up, imcurred intense dangers The RAAF sapper orew
swept the trail ahead of the tank, displaying the utmest im cool courage,
It was questionable ag 0 whether the tank wes worth the extra risk to
all these psople. (42)

The squadron succeeded in advensing one hundred yards and attained
~ the clearing at 0ld Rossun, A total of about 12 bunkers were over-run -
(41) £4-20; (42) &-1, ps 108, 109; A~10; A-11 |
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and demolished by details from the 8th Engimeer Sguadrom, KNo count

of enemy dead was attempted and few were seen. Troops “B;' and "C"

and the machine-gun crews from "Df" troop had suffered the brumt of

the action. Casualties were 1l killed and 29 wounded., A total of
about 800 yards was gained and as the hour was about 1850, the squadron
porimeter was established for the night. (43) (See Map C)

2nd Day, 23 Mareh

During the night of 22 March the encuy remained insotive except
for an officer whe blundered into the per imeter and atruck e match in
order to examine his maps HNothing of importsuce was found onr his body.
The next morming the attack was renewed at 0730, Troap ®B", under com-
mand of Captain Re C. Hulbell, who had joined the previous day, was
committed again on the right. Troop "G" passed through “C™ on the left
and asaunéd the lead, Troop "C" was designated ag the reserve to follow
in echelon on the left of the trail, to clear snipers end o protect the
left rear flanke Lt. Ross, the first platoon leader, was ewvacuated, with
a fever of 10569 which caused him to lose consciousness and the platoon
was left in charge of the sole remajning oorporal.l Before clearing the
position, the dozer strusck a mine and was disabled. (44) The treil was
fw ther blocksd by the TD=9 tractor, abandoned on ths 20th by Troop "F"
and subsequently burned by the enemy. Conse quently, the tank eould not
proceed until the emgimsers cleared the trail. (45)

The squadron worked slowly forward for several hours while the
artillery continued a steady shselling throughout the area. No resistance
was enoomtt.ared mtil early afternoon when the lead troops ccmmenced de-
soending‘hreverae slope south of Old Rossun. A% that point, the Japanese
(43) A~1, pe 108, 109; A-10; A-11; (44) Referemce A-1 states that the
enemy had probably pleced this mine during the night. BSuch was not the
oase for the mine was discovered the prece evening, but net removed

due to someone's omissiom; (45) A-1, p. 109; A~10
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opened effective rifle, machine-gun and lmee mortar fire Trom the
forward slope of the next rise. ‘he forest was less demse im this
locality, and visibility was imﬁa.sed to about 100 yards. (46)
(See Map C)

Alded by artillery fire, the attack continued with "G" troop
in the lead aud by about 1800 hours the line was established approxi-
mately 1000 yards south of 0ld Rossun on the intermediate ridge.
Twenky-cne bunkers were neutralized durimg the 2nd day® sttack by
Troops “BY and *G". “é" Troop and 8th Engineer demolition squads
destroyed these positions as the line adwenced. The emexmy did not
defend this ridge cuite so vigerously as that north of 0ld Rossun.
it is the narrator's belief that a covering force was employed here
and that the bglk: of the surviving Japanese oongregated at Rossum
for the final stand, No evidence of destrustion of bunkers by either
air, mortar, or artillery fire was observed. Apparemtly the greatest
value of supporting fires lay in the destruetien of rifilemen in the
treess and on the ground, thus expediting the effort of the troops in
flanking the pill-boxese Troop "C"'s participation in the day's
astivity was limited to demolishing fortificatioms and scouting the
area for snipers several of whom were killed in the tree#. They
were excellently camouflaged and roped inte places The squadron had
suffered 1 killed and 27 wounded, a.nﬂ as the day was well advanced,
the co0il was established on the enemy position. Bome harrassing
mortar fire was recsived while the treops were digging-ine Apparenmtly
the fire was origimating in the vieinity of Rossum. {47) |

3rd Day, 24 March

Acting in the belief that the stromgest resistamce had mot yet
been emcoumtered, Col. Finlofr attached Troop “EP to the lat Squadren.
(4;) A=10; (47) A~l, p. 110; A-10
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The entire regiment would now be committed less Troops "A" and “F",
The formation adopted placed "B™ on the right as before, Troop "G"
in the center, and Troop "C" on the extreme left. Iroep "E" was to
follow the right resr, in reserve, patrolling meanwhile, west to the
Lorengau River and themce south end east again, in the possibility of
locating a flank approach to Rossum. In the event such an entrance
were found, Troop "E* was to exploit it immedletely while the other
Troops contimasd the fromtal pressure. (48) '

Preceeding the attack, a prolonged artillery and mortar concen~
tration was delivered, but an anticipated air-strike was oancelled.
(49)

Due te the difficulties of adjusting the preparatory fires, the
advance did ncrb. comuence wntil 1142 hours. The assault echelons moved
acrogs the low swalé between the intermediste ridge and the northern
slope of the Hossum rise, The forest contimued to be fairly opean with
visibility a® sbout 100 yards, Upon ascending the first rise, the
troops encountered a tm#wrﬁe ¢learing spproximately 30 yards in width
and resembling a utilities right-of-way in the United States. At all
events, this opening provided excellsnt fields of fire anc observation
for the defenders end the first scouts abtempbing %o oross preoipitated
the most concentrated fire yet experienced. The oppositiom was particu-
larly violemt on 'lzhs‘ right before “B" Troop, although "C* amd "G" re-
ceived smple rifle and mechine-gun fire also. The squadron eommander
extended the right by committing "E" Troop, which promptly elicited the

same reception as "B¥ had previméi?. The entire eénemy peiﬁon was

completely invisible. (50)

The four rifle troops pushed the attack vigorously. Maj. Willism
B. Shelley, the suadrom exseubive officer, persomally directed the teuk
(48,49) &=1, pe 111; A~10; (50) &=1, p. 111, 112; £=10; A1l
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whish -was' overtly oawtious. The tamk and its attendant sappers,
directors and security soon drew heavy small-arms and kunee-mortar
fire which wounded the tamk platoon leader, who was dismounted; and
several cavalrymen of the security squad. Captain Eubbell of "B"
Troop was killed at the begimning of the engagement, leaving only
ona officer in the Troop ~ Lt, Ferguson, a very young, bub capable
soldier, Within the first hour of contact, the squadron suffered
24 casunlties and had not been able to get anyone across the fire
lanes This fire lane was not s0 well defined on the left of the
tré.il and "C" Troop made some progress, However, upon arriviag
abreast of the laue, & heavy flanking fire freom the right was re-
ceived and due to the troop formation, no means of returning it
comld be employed. (51)

Ho signs of a decresse in the enemy fire were apparent, all our
units were completely committed and no reserve was left. To force the
frontal attack would obviously exact very heavy casualties and might
be unsuceessful. All troops except "E" were exhausted from the exer-
tions of three dey's attack in a tempersture of 100°, The toil in
leaders had been very high as a result of the discrimination of the
ireo sniperse The average rifle troop mustered no more than two offi-
cers and fifty men on the lines The sguadron commander therefore re-
qaested pemission of the Brigade Commanding General to disengege for
the purpese of coordinating heavier supporting fires, ob‘baininé an
sir-strike and preparing a different plan of attack. This request
was granted and the squadron disengaged at 1600 after markimg the
lines for the air-strike. Just prior to the withdrawal, 12 P-40's of
the RAAF commenced the eir preparation and the 6lst Field Artillery
initiated harrassing fires on the positien. As the terrain over which
(51) &=1, p. 111, 112; A~10; A=l1
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the day's attack had been made was low amd poorly suited for defensze,

the troops returned to the previous night's position on the interme-.

diate ridges (52)

RELIEF AND SUMMARY

This concludes the action of the lst Squadrom, Tth Gaﬁlry on
the Rossum Track,. The fellmiiﬁg morning the lst Squadron of the
Btﬁ Cavalry, now somewhat rested, passed through our positions and
continwed the attack, supported by a heavy air-strike amd artillery
preparation. As was ex?eeted. the stiff resistance was met on the
high ground at Rossum and the 8th Cawvalry partieipated in s heavy
fight before newtralization was obtained, (53)

During three deys of contimuous attask, the 1lst Squadron had

captured two fortified positions, destroyed approximately 33 bunkers,

gained about 2000 yards and, in so doing, lost 16 mem killed and 76
wounded. (52)

The approximte enemy loss was never determined., Few of the
defenders were lkilled above ground and those who died in their
emplacenments were entombed therein without .a.ny coumt, for the as-
saulting troops had neither time nor inclimation for investigation.
The actual Japemese girength committed at Rossum likewise will re-
main indeterwinste. Un.daubtedly all bunkers were not ocoupied,
although it is very probable that they were employed as altermate
poesitiens. At all events the efforts of thﬁ 1zt Squadron, Tth
Cavalry paved the way for the final kmookeout on Mamus Island. {(55)

ANALYSIS ARD CRITIC I3M

The anelysis and criticism of this operation is orgamized simi-~
larly 4o the narrabive so as to faeilitato examination.

(52) Ael, pe 112; A-10; (53) A=1, p. 112-118; A-10; (54,55) A~10
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Preparation and Plamning

Flsxming for this operation, on the squadron level, was un-
timely end incompletes In view of the fact that the efforts of _
the. 7Tth Cavelry were direeted by Brigads order, against the Rossum %
Track commencing 19 March, asome effort should have been inltiated
o pfepa.re for possible committment. Hence, two extremely valuable
sourses of enemy amd terrain intelligence; liaison aircraft and
patrolling, were not utilized, Further, the information recorded
on the captured Japanese map was neither considered in advamse on
the squadron level, nor was it even made available to the troop
commnderss 4s a result, small-unit leaders were plunged into ths
attask with only the most fragmentary lmm_rledge of the situation.
Ko plan whatmoever was formilated in adwance for squadron employ-
went ip event of enemy contact. The late hour and date at which
troops were alerted resulted in a hurried briefing of persommel
after darke

Condust of the Attask

Tactical and Technioal Aspeets

l. XNo variety of %actics was attempbteds Daily, the enemy
could accurately predict the stremgth, direction, time, location

and formation of our attscks. The element of surprise wes com-

pletely lgnored, : §

e

2. All attacks were delivered against the enemy's greatest N |
strength. No concentration of effort nor atbempts at flanking |
attack were mads, Attack in the jungle lends itself well to
penetration due to limited fields for delivering flanking fire
on the attacker. | |

The ground ﬁo the east logically presented the best

avenue for approach to the ememy's flank, as this terrain was
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high and away from water. However, all patrolling, with a view to
flank attack, was conducted west to the Lorengau River bottom where
the jungle was most dense.

3. The committment of “B" Troop on the first day aml "E® Troop
on the third are examples of piecemeal attack against the strongest
resistence. |

4. The above factors indicate that the squadren elnploymnt
resulted from coneidering the terrsin ané vegetation-solely as
ebstaclen.

6. Compexy smnd platoon tactics were generally sound, es
ovidenced th subsequent operations under similer eonditions.

The following tactics were oﬁﬁh&simd:

a, Employment of meximem fire power to the M. with
automstic crew=served weapons olose to the liﬁeo

be Comtimunl olose battle-security em the flanks.

¢« Close contact between elemenbs, in depth and laterally
at all timese

6. It is believed that the ta.ot:l.aal principle dictating against
the employment of single tanks was vioclated with proper substantia-
tion, Not more than one tenk could possibly fire at any ome time ¥
due to the nature of the terrain. The addition of another tank ?
would have doubled the diffioulties of control, ecordination and g
tank security by infantry without esdding to the squadron fire power
in any respects In the e¢vent that rthe first tank were disabled the
second could mt have gotten into a.ction. and. the location of the
second tank would have prevented the retrieving of 'i:he disabled tank.

Te Enplmm: of squadron heavy weapons was sounde. In order
to pbtain an;y field of fire with the heavy machine guns, it was
_ necessary to emplace them on the line with the rifle troops. The
26
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8lm mortars wore well emplaced initially and could have displﬁced
along the trail when necessary. The use of medium or heavy ammuni-
tion with a delay fuse might have done some damage t;) ground tergets,
The light emmmmition with super-quick fuse was useful to c¢lear the
trees of snipers by tree burst,

8. Air suport rendered by RAAF P=-40's delivering 500 1lb.
bombs was ineffective due to lack of mass. Three aircrait of this
type cannot deliver a suffiocient amount of demolition bombs. The
use of white phosphorous shells was effective for desigmation of
targets for air-strikes.

9. Field Artillery tactics were scund snd the amount of support
excelient. Ths artiilery sparsd no effort to lond maximm assistance
to the attacking elements. Upon one occasion, Lt. Coles Eenneth L.
Johnson, the commanding offiser of the 99th Field Artillery, adjusted
fire at great personal risk. Unfortunately, the effect of the 75mm
shells upo:;l the bunkers was negligible, although the tree imrsts did
discourage tree snipers conaiderably. Adjustment of fire was accom-
plished by sound, which produced reasonably accurate results.

10. Ths application of the primcipless of scoubing ami patrolling
by individualg was exoellemt. In partisular, we should note the
offeotive use of cover aud concealment, skillful individual movement,
stealth, .patieme and aggressive assault use of individual weapons.

11. Commmications provided by the SCR 511's within the squadrom
in movement wore adequate, mainly due to the lack of distance between
units. Sound power telephones were partioularly useful et the halt
and for fire control at all times.

12, The wvalidity and thoroughness of pribcr training was of incal-
culable valus. Despito enomy fire and limited visibility, eontrol,
coordination and security were excellent throughout the action.
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The conduct of jm_nior leaders, throughout, was .snperior in their
 display of courage, aggressiveness and self-sacrifice, and to them
the success attained must be mainly credited.

LESSONS TEETRED

Ko new principles of war were developed through this sction tut

meny of the old axicms were painfully reiterated and their applica~
bility to jungle werfare clearly demenmstratedes

l. The attacker, even when operating against an epexmy inferior

in men and equipment, eannot afford to vielate the axioms of surprise,
SSE——
economr of faree and concentration of effort. To do so, is at the

A b e A

yor— e d

least, wasteful, at the most, dimtrous.

2. Reconnaissance must be thorough end contmous prece’dins

e it I e e ey SR N AT TR T S S i

and during the attack. MAll reconnaisssuce agemcies mast be wtilized

to the greatest posaible extemt, Air obse_m‘hion and petrolling are
the most relisble means of gaining terrain sund enemy informtion' in
Jumgle warfarses |

3. The necessity of plamning a military operation is obvious.
Existing information must be made aveilable to all commanders ocom-
cerned. Failure to do this is & serious omission and needlessly
jeopardizes lives,

4-. Dense vegetatim and rugged terrain mst be made 'bo work

N e

for the attacimr. These factors must be considered as allies pro-

VeI ¥57er; concealment and great opportunity for surprise. To
do otherwise is to become stereotyped in method and canalized in

movemont.,

5. Armor cen be used In the jungle wherever the ground effords

e —————
sufficient support; but excellent task-infentry commmication is am

R PP RE R il

absolute essential. Tanks mmst be aggressively mannede
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6 - Adr support must be dali'mred in sufficient mass o be effec-

PR P

tive. Preoision dive-bombing is lmpossible against Cargets im the

e, 4

jungle, tut area strikes will prnduce appreciable results,

Te Arbi.l.lery a.nd mrts:r firo mst be ef snffieiently heavy caliber

R b
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and so fuased as o pene'hra.te hoavy forest if zmmeh destruction or mtra- '.
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ligation of ground targets is to be obtaimed,
8+ Above all the training of the imdividual soldier must prepare

him to advance and attack om his own initiative, without the physical

and visible proximity of his comrades or leaders.

9. The most vigorana small-unit training on suitable torra.in will

g i £, 4T P -ﬁ._ R B R s

produce squad and platoan SOP's capable of prodnoing effootiu sontrol,
o;;;:;nma;ni :e;zk umerm:l;e extremely trylngz cirouwstances of Jungle
combat. B
Sumsry

The technical amd tactical requiremexts of Jungle combat are neither
extremely difficult nor cemplu but the mental preparation of the indivi-
dual soldier and the traiming snd exsmple of junier leaders censtitute
the key to victorious astion. The will te offensive motion must be in~

culeated by exact and thorough training.

| 54



